
PIJI Federal Election 
Position Paper 2022
Towards sustainable public interest journalism across Australia

PIJI calls on the major political parties ahead of the election 
to recognise the importance of public interest journalism and 
secure its future by: 

1.  Establishing a suite of initiatives to stimulate news diversity
and production at all levels. Options include:

•  Encouraging industry investment through a public interest
journalism tax rebate

•  Incentivising broadcast investment through the offset of
license fees against news reporting costs for commercial
players and funding certainty for public service broadcasters

•  Expanding access to existing apprenticeship programs
by including a public interest journalism category for areas
of undersupply (such as rural and remote communities)

•  Encouraging philanthropic investment through not-for-
profit tax settings

•  Establishing a central trust funded by multiple sources at
arms-length designed to encourage news diversity, coverage 
for underserved communities and other market gaps

2.  Increasing transparency and public accountability through
the reporting of public benefits resulting from government
intervention in news media

3.  Investing in data and active monitoring to enable informed
policy development in support of public interest journalism
through PIJI as an independent data centre

PIJI, a small, limited-life think-tank, is the main source of  
core industry data in Australia. As our Australian Newsroom 
Mapping Project demonstrates, the gathering and distribution 
of news and journalism has declined across the country in  
real terms. 

This trend must be stopped before the cost of its reversal 
becomes too high.

In the lead up to the 2022 Federal Election, the Public Interest Journalism Initiative (PIJI) calls on all political 
parties to ensure the future of public interest journalism as a key imperative in maintaining sector and community 
confidence. We ask for commitment to a comprehensive media policy recognising the fundamental value of quality 
journalism to our nation and its citizens.
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Figure 1: Cumulative Australian news sector changes 2019–2021

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

To read PIJI’s detailed Federal Election Policy Paper 2022, please visit our website at www.piji.com.au.

Schedule a briefing

PIJI CEO Anna Draffin is available to brief political 
representatives on the state of public interest news in their 
regions. PIJI is committed to working with all political parties on 
this initiative. Contact: anna.draffin@piji.com.au

https://anmp.piji.com.au
https://anmp.piji.com.au
https://anmp.piji.com.au
http://www.piji.com.au


There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution to safeguard public interest 
journalism. The complexity and scale of different needs requires 
a multi-pronged approach. 

Government must develop a visionary, contemporary regulatory 
framework.

A well-informed, cohesive and resilient Australian community 
should be an underlying obligation and objective for all sides  
of politics.

PIJI remains ready to work with all political parties in pursuit 
of this ambition.

While recent policy developments have been welcome, they 
remain piecemeal. The absence of a clear policy statement has 
resulted in a lack of clarity and cohesion in the programs and 
initiatives rolled out to date. And the absence of industry data 
has meant a lack of benchmarks and measures to determine the 
level of impact. The News Media Bargaining Code is globally 
significant in its intentions and ambitions, but it is not a 
comprehensive solution to sustain public interest journalism.  
It does not carry any obligation for public benefit from news 
media, nor does it cover all types of news businesses. Grant 
programs have also provided valuable funding injections. But 
these are not sufficient for public interest journalism to survive 
and thrive at all levels. Structural reform is required to provide 
wholesale change for public interest journalism’s future.

As financial returns on this public good diminish, so too does  
the commercial incentive for its production, resulting in a 
significant reduction of news production and availability as 
tracked by PIJI’s Australian Newsroom Mapping Project.  
The map has recorded more than 400 changes since 2019 but  
it is the impact of COVID-19 that has led to a sharp escalation 
in volatility.

Two thirds of all changes were market contractions, of which  
78 were news closures. This represents a marked acceleration 
from previous ACCC data showing 106 news closures over a  
10 year period (2008–18). Regional and rural communities have 
borne the brunt of news reductions, accounting for nearly 70%  
of the national decline. 

Around the world, governments, community and the sector itself  
are grappling to find sustainable solutions. 

Ahead of the federal election, an opportunity exists for a 
comprehensive vision to encourage community, business and 
industry support. 

Multiple industry inquiries  
have found the current news 
media regulatory framework 
is fragmented. This is the 
opportunity to rectify that  
gap while the market is  
in transition.
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